
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1627 April 6, 2006 
Hilton Hotel to say thank you. Thank 
you to the 1 million firefighters, who 
every single day, and emergency opera-
tors, stand up and fight for the Amer-
ican people and protect the American 
people. 

Coming from a city of firefighters 
and a district of firefighters and a dis-
trict that has a number of devastating 
fires because we are elderly and we 
have old housing, never have we had a 
situation where a firefighter has not 
been willing to put their life on the 
line. 

So let me simply thank you for this 
Resolution 764. Thank you again for ac-
knowledging that we will never forget, 
and not on our clock will we forget to 
say thank you to America’s fire-
fighters. Congratulations to you both. 
Thank you for your leadership. And I 
hope to see you down at a great cele-
bration for all of these great men and 
women. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for her comments. I 
again thank the chairman and Mr. 
WELDON for their leadership on this 
issue. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I just would add that I want 
to give my thanks once again to Mr. 
WELDON for bringing this to our atten-
tion today and to Mr. HOYER for his 
continued leadership on this issue. We 
are happy to expedite this and move it 
through the House, and I urge its adop-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SODREL). All time for debate has ex-
pired. 

Pursuant to the order of the House of 
today, the resolution is considered read 
and the previous question is ordered on 
the resolution and on the preamble. 

The question is on the resolution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF HON. FRANK R. 
WOLF TO ACT AS SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE TO SIGN ENROLLED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 
THROUGH APRIL 25, 2006 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Washington, DC, April 6, 2006. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable FRANK R. 
WOLF to act as Speaker pro tempore to sign 
enrolled bills and joint resolutions through 
April 25, 2006. 

J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the appointment is ap-
proved. 

There was no objection. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY CHAIRMAN OF 
PERMANENT SELECT COM-
MITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE RE-
GARDING AVAILABILITY OF 
CLASSIFIED ANNEX AND SCHED-
ULE OF AUTHORIZATIONS 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, I wish 
to announce to all Members of the 
House that the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence has ordered the 
bill, H.R. 5020, the Intelligence Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2007, re-
ported favorably to the House with an 
amendment. The committee’s report 
will be filed today. 

Mr. Speaker, the classified schedule 
of authorizations and the classified 
annex accompanying the bill will be 
available for review by Members at the 
offices of the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence in room H–405 of 
the Capitol beginning anytime after 
the report is filed. The committee of-
fice will open during regular business 
hours for the convenience of any Mem-
ber who wishes to review this material 
prior to its consideration by the House. 
I anticipate that H.R. 5020 will be con-
sidered on the floor of the House after 
the recess, as early as the week of 
April 24. 

I recommend that Members wishing 
to review the classified annex contact 
the committee’s director of security to 
arrange a time and date for that view-
ing. This will assure the availability of 
committee staff to assist Members who 
desire assistance during their review of 
these classified materials. 

I urge interested Members to review 
these materials in order to better un-
derstand the committee’s recommenda-
tions. The classified annex to the com-
mittee’s report contains the commit-
tee’s recommendations on the intel-
ligence budget for fiscal year 2007 and 
related classified information that can-
not be publicly disclosed. 

It is important that Members keep in 
mind the requirements of clause 13 of 
House rule XXIII, which only permits 
access to classified information by 
those Members of the House who have 
signed the oath provided for in the 
rule. Members are advised that it will 
be necessary to bring a copy of the rule 
XXIII oath signed by them when they 
come to the committee offices to re-
view the material. 

If a Member has not yet signed that 
oath, but wishes to review the classi-
fied annex and schedule of authoriza-
tions, the committee staff can admin-
ister the oath and see to it that the ex-
ecuted form is sent to the Clerk’s of-
fice. In addition, the committee’s rules 
require that Members agree in writing 
to a nondisclosure agreement. The 
agreement indicates that the Member 
has been granted access to the classi-
fied annex and that they are familiar 
with the rules of the House and the 
committee with respect to the classi-
fied nature of that information and the 
limitations on the disclosure of that 
information. 

ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN 
WORDS 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, our national 
security depends on strong border secu-
rity. We need to know who is coming 
into our country, where they are from, 
and what they are doing here. Without 
properly securing our borders, we are 
vulnerable to terrorists and others who 
may come here seeking to harm Ameri-
cans. And nothing is more important 
than maintaining the safety and secu-
rity of our citizens. 

I am proud of House Republicans for 
taking the lead in finding solutions to 
this very serious problem. Last year 
my Republican colleagues and I passed 
the Border Protection, Antiterrorism 
and Illegal Immigration Control Act. 
Republicans also passed the REAL ID 
Act, which would establish rigorous 
proof of identity requirements for driv-
er’s licenses and ID cards in order to 
help keep terrorists from having easy 
access to fraudulent IDs like they had 
on 9/11. 

Now, the Democrats apparently have 
a newfound commitment to increasing 
our border security. That is great, but 
the American people sure could have 
used their support when the House was 
taking up these border security bills 
last year: 164 Democrats voted ‘‘no’’ to 
the Border Security Act, and 152 voted 
‘‘no’’ to the REAL ID Act. Actions sure 
do speak louder than words. 

f 

EMPLOYEES OF THE DELPHI 
CORPORATION 

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, last week the Delphi Cor-
poration, a key auto parts supplier 
which employs 33,000 workers in the 
United States and has been in bank-
ruptcy for several months, filed mo-
tions with the bankruptcy court to 
cancel its labor contracts and impose 
massive wage and benefit and job cuts 
on its workers and cut 21 of its 29 U.S. 
plants. 

And yet the House of Representatives 
has failed to hold a single hearing on 
this crisis. Unable to engage this crisis 
in an official hearing, I was joined by 
over a dozen Democratic colleagues in 
holding an e-hearing this past Decem-
ber to ask the workers and retirees at 
Delphi and General Motors to testify 
on the Internet about how this crisis 
impacts them and their families. We 
swung open the virtual doors of Con-
gress to make sure that their voices 
could be heard. Over 700 witness state-
ments poured in. The workers’ testi-
mony was deeply personal and heart-
felt. And I want to share it with the 
House. 

From Rena Miller, a Delphi worker 
from Tanner, Alabama. From William 
J. Conrad from Dagsboro, Delaware. 
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Danny Carter, a 49-year-old Delphi em-
ployee who has been working in the 
Anaheim, California plant since he was 
21 years old. And from Roger Smith, a 
retired Delphi worker now living in 
Hernando, Florida. Norbert Fuhs, a re-
tired GM employee from Mitchell, Indi-
ana. And Roger Talaga, a Delphi em-
ployee from Bay City, Michigan, who 
explained how the crisis would affect 
him and his family and the country. 

f 

DISPLACED VOTERS IN NEW 
ORLEANS 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, today the Attorney General 
appeared in the hearing of the Judici-
ary Committee for an oversight hear-
ing, and we raised the question again 
about the protection of those displaced 
voters in New Orleans who have now 
the responsibility of casting their vote 
for a local election. 

Ordinarily, Mr. Speaker, we would 
ask the involvement of the Federal 
Government, but the Voting Rights 
Act, section 2 in particular, guarantees 
protection of certain States and per-
sons of the right to vote. Therefore, we 
cannot understand why the Justice De-
partment precleared a system that will 
not work. 

Today I have introduced with 42 co-
sponsors legislation to express the 
sense of Congress that the State of 
Louisiana and the Department of Jus-
tice must create outside satellite vot-
ing for the more than hundreds of 
thousands of displaced, disheartened 
Louisianans who have no way of going 
back to their home State at this time 
to be able to cast their vote for their 
city. They are, in essence, trying to 
come home. But with the little re-
sources they have, today they cannot 
head home to cast a vote. 

I hope the Attorney General and the 
State of Louisiana understand the Vot-
ing Rights Act and create outside sat-
ellite voting so that we can have the 
constitutional right to vote. 

f 

MEDICARE PART D DEADLINE 
(Ms. CARSON asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to warn our seniors, a tax for 
your health will soon be upon you. The 
tax will be placed on those of you who 
have not signed up for Medicare part D 
by the President’s arbitrary deadline. 

The changes to the system are con-
fusing to lawyers, seniors, and Mem-
bers of Congress. We are forcing seniors 
to navigate unnecessarily confusing 
new programs and telling them do not 
pick the right program, just pick any 
program to prevent yourself from being 
faced with large penalties for joining 
late. 

We must step back and extend the 
deadline until the end of the year to 

ensure that seniors do not pay the 
price for a poorly laid out part D pro-
gram through higher premiums for life. 

I have had several town hall meet-
ings in my district in Indianapolis 
dealing with this whole Medicare quag-
mire. Over 1,000 seniors participated; 
and, unfortunately, they left just as 
confused as when they came. These are 
not the questions that we should have 
had our seniors asking. 

I would encourage all seniors not to 
get taxed further by failing to meet the 
May 15th deadline. 

Mr. Speaker, thousands of seniors came to 
a series of town hall meetings in my district 
alone and their stories were almost always 
one in the same, what must I do, how can I 
get that done and how much will it cost my al-
ready taxed budget. These are not the ques-
tions we should have our seniors asking as 
they lie awake in bed at night. We must not 
add another tax onto the budgets of our sen-
iors. We have to deal with this already failing 
system but we should not penalize the people 
for the failure of Congress to create an easy 
to understand and comprehensive system. 
Stop the tax and extend the open enrollment 
period. As I mark another day off of this cal-
endar I warn all Seniors don’t allow yourself to 
fall into this tax trap, be prepared to submit 
your paperwork by May 15th. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

ENDURING MILITARY BASES IN 
IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, last 
month the House surprised us all by 
unanimously agreeing to an amend-
ment to the Iraq supplemental spend-
ing bill declaring that the United 
States has ‘‘no intentions of maintain-
ing a permanent military presence in 
Iraq.’’ 

Who knew this Republican-controlled 
Congress would make such a positive 
statement? 

The lead authors of the amendment 
were my colleagues and the Progres-
sive Caucus co-Chair, Representative 
BARBARA LEE from California and Rep-
resentative TOM ALLEN from Maine, 
both of whom have been instrumental 
in demanding that the United States 
not maintain any permanent military 
bases in Iraq. 

Unfortunately, however, some people 
working inside the Bush administra-
tion are doing their very best to make 
sure that last month’s efforts will be 
for naught. 

One of the senior spokespersons at 
the U.S.-led coalition headquarters ac-
tually in Iraq had this to say about our 
lasting presence there: ‘‘The current 
plan is to reduce the coalition foot-

print into six coalition bases, four of 
which are operated by the United 
States.’’ 

So there you have it. The administra-
tion is not even hiding the fact that we 
are planning on maintaining four per-
manent bases on Iraqi soil, something 
they bureaucratically call ‘‘the coali-
tion footprint.’’ 

b 2015 

This appallingly casual reference to 
what the rest of us call an occupation 
is deeply insulting. Anyone who has 
heard the President tell the American 
people that we will leave as soon as 
Iraq is secure and we won’t stay a sin-
gle day longer should be equally of-
fended, because the evidence on the 
ground suggests that this statement is 
deeply misleading. 

Mr. Speaker, last fall I traveled to 
Iraq as a part of an official congres-
sional delegation. I visited the Green 
Zone and the Balad military base, and 
I had the privilege of meeting with our 
soldiers serving overseas. 

There were two powerful lessons that 
I took away from my visit. First, I saw 
that the troops stationed in Iraq are 
the very best that America has to 
offer. They are brave, they are intel-
ligent, they are loyal, loyal to their 
country, to their mission and to each 
other. They are profoundly committed 
to this mission, even those who told me 
privately that they do not support the 
policy that underlies it. 

The second lesson I learned in Iraq is 
that the perception among the military 
generals on the ground is that we will 
be there for a very long time. The mili-
tary bases that we are building are like 
little cities. They have their own res-
taurants, supermarkets, and even their 
own gyms, theaters and bus routes. The 
troops deserve no less during their stay 
in Iraq, but our stay there must be for 
the short term. Our troops need to 
come home to their communities and 
these bases must be given over to the 
Iraqis. 

The U.S. has already spent $280 mil-
lion to construct the four biggest bases 
in Iraq, and the supplemental spending 
bill that the House passed in March 
provides nearly $200 million more to 
enlarge these bases. This is the real 
Iraq policy, not those phony platitudes 
and nicely worded sound bites about 
standing down when the Iraqis stand 
up, platitudes that President Bush and 
Donald Rumsfeld want the people to 
believe. 

In fact, it is becoming increasingly 
clear that the Bush administration’s 
intention all along was to secure a 
lasting foothold in the Middle East. 
Forget all that stuff that you heard 
about going to war because Iraq pos-
sessed weapons of mass destruction, 
which we all know wasn’t true. Forget 
about Saddam Hussein’s supposed ties 
to al Qaeda. We know that wasn’t true 
either. And forget about freeing the 
Iraqi people from the thumb of a brutal 
dictator. My guess is that right now 
most Iraqis feel brutalized after more 
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